
exceptionally beautiful forest, 
with wonderful stop-offs and 
viewpoints along the way. The 
star of the show has got to be 
the Magho Viewpoint, where 
Lough Erne and the Fermanagh 
landscape stretches out endlessly 
before you. Don’t miss it.

 4  	Florence Court
Nestled in lush west Fermanagh 
parkland and framed by the 
Cuilcagh and Benaughlin 
mountains, this graceful 18th 
century mansion makes quite a 
statement. After all, it was built 
for love – Sir John Cole named 
it after his wife Florence. Tour 
the house and you’ll see some 
of the best examples of Rococo 
plasterwork in Ireland, or take time 
to enjoy the stunning gardens.  
nationaltrust.org.uk/florence-court

 5  	Belleek Pottery
Established in 1857, Belleek 
Pottery stands at the scenic 
entrance to the small village of 
Belleek, overlooking the River 
Erne. Step inside the huge stone 
building and you’ll discover a 
cheery tea room, a gift shop and 
a little museum detailing the 
history of some of the company’s 
finest pieces. Try the pottery tour 
for a personal insight into the 
exceptional level of craft that lies 
behind this famous brand. 
belleek.com

Getting out on the water here is 
a must, whether you’re cruising 
through the warm, drowsy days 
of summer, or rocking gently from 
deserted island to deserted island 
in a kayak. And what’s more – it’s 
all great fun. Lough Erne serves up 
endless ways to explore its dreamy 
waters, from food cruises around 
the lake’s best gourmet stop-offs to 
remarkable island hops. 

Boat tours are ideal for getting to know the area in a fun, 
relaxed and informative way. Erne Water Taxi, MV Kestrel and 
Lady of the Lake all run excellent trips that whisk you to the 
6th century monastic island of Devenish, along the waters of 
the River Erne and on a gorgeous whirl around both the Upper 
and Lower Loughs. Like to go at your own pace? No problem. 
There are loads of ways to enjoy the water here under your own 
steam, with kayaking, stand up paddle boarding and canoeing 
available from Enniskillen and from various destinations around 
the lough. Cheery looking “wee red 
boats” from Erne Boat Hire dot the 
lake in summer and are available for 
two-, four- and eight-hour sessions. 
Boat hire is also available at Castle 
Archdale Boat Hire, while if you’re 
after a cruiser check out local 
companies including Carrick  
Craft, Manor House Marine, 
Carrybridge Boat Company and 
Aghniver Boat Company.
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SLOW TRAVEL 
PERFECTION IN 
ENNISKILLEN AND 
LOUGH ERNE
Glinting blue waters meet velvety, moss-cloaked 
forests around Enniskillen and Lough Erne – a 
natural wonderland studded with crumbling castles, 
glorious estates and ancient islands.

 1  	Crom Estate
Stand at the ruins of the Old 
Castle in Crom and a scene of 
pastoral beauty unfolds all around 
you, from the glassy waters to 
the old yew trees to Crichton 
Tower on an island in the lake. It’s 
an exceptionally scenic place – a 
landscape graced with islands, 
woodland and historic ruins.  
nationaltrust.org.uk/crom 

 2  	Enniskillen Castle
You can’t miss this vast stone 
castle overlooking the River 
Erne. Built over 600 years ago by 
the Maguires, the ruling Gaelic 
family at the time, this impressive 
construction is a mix of imposing 
barracks, romantic-looking 
turrets and medieval castle keep. 
Inside you can enjoy both the 
Fermanagh County Museum 
and the Inniskillings Museum.  
enniskillencastle.co.uk

 3  	Lough Navar Forest Drive
Like a gentle rollercoaster into 
nature, the Lough Navar Forest 
Drive is a complete delight 
from start to finish. The narrow, 
single-direction road winds and 
weaves for 10km through this 

FIVE GREAT THINGS 
TO SEE AND DO  
IN ENNISKILLEN  
AND LOUGH ERNE

Enniskillen > Lough ErneEnniskillen > Lough Erne

waterwaysireland.org

ON THE WATER

The water has a powerful pull in this part of the island. 
Streaked with pale winter sunshine or gilded with flashes of 
warm summer light, it calls you to explore. Venture through 
these waters and you’ll experience history, islands and 
hauntingly beautiful views.
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Cruising on Lough Erne

Share Discovery Village



Linked by the winding River Erne, 
Lough Erne is actually made up of two 
lakes – Upper and Lower Lough Erne, 
and has the bustling island town of 
Enniskillen at its geographical heart. 
Visit in summer and you’ll find a 
lively spot that feels constantly in 
motion. Cruisers roll slowly into 
town carrying groups of families 
and friends for lunch at cosy pubs 
and quirky restaurants; kayakers and 

paddlers set off from the Enniskillen Blueway Water Activity Zone; 
and boats criss-cross the waters heading for the monastic island of 
Devenish and the mysterious carvings of White Island. 

Overlooking the shimmering waters of the River Erne, Enniskillen 
Castle holds the key to many of the area’s secrets, and in the 
Fermanagh County Museum here you’ll find everything from 
Bronze Age gold torcs to the history of the Maguires, who ruled over 
Fermanagh for more than 300 years. The castle is also home to the 
Inniskillings Museum, which details 
the story of the town’s two regiments.

Venture beyond Enniskillen and 
you’ll discover forests adorned in 
velvety green moss; mansions, estates 
and gracious gardens; crumbling 
castles and stunning cliffs; quirky 
museums and quaint cafés. Beauty 
comes naturally to this part of the 
island and before you know it, you’ll 
have fallen for its charms.
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The first thing you notice about County Fermanagh is the 
water. It laps softly at jetties along the quiet shoreline of 
Upper Lough Erne. It leaps into view as you drive around Lower 
Lough Erne, where heavy swathes of dense green forests pull 
back to reveal breathtaking glimpses of blue. And it soothes 
the senses with its hypnotic liquid beauty. 

Erne Boat Hire

White Island

The Thatch

Maghoo Clif Walk

Craggy cliffs, mysterious 
forests filled with trees that 
twist towards the sky, gentle 
lakeside strolls – Lough 
Erne’s beguiling landscape 
soothes the soul and restores 
a connection to nature. From 
scenic, water-lapped jetties 
to delightful country parks 
such as Castle Archdale, 
this beautiful lakeland is a 
walker’s paradise, boasting 
lots of trails into some of 
the island’s most serene 
woodland. Around the 
shores of both Upper and 
Lower Lough Erne you’ll 
find a wealth of stunning 
walking routes, from short 
and pleasant strolls, such as 
Ely Lodge Forest and the Tully 
Castle Loughshore Walk, to 
longer, more challenging 
hikes. And while fragrant 
forests and lakeside paths are 

WALKS AROUND LOUGH ERNE
Take a digital detox and wrap yourself in nature with walks 
through the enchanting wilderness surrounding Enniskillen 
and Lough Erne. 
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FIVE GREAT  
PLACES TO EAT  
IN ENNISKILLEN 
AND LOUGH ERNE

 1  The Thatch 
Belleek
This traditional little café boasts 
wooden beams, a huge stone 
fireplace and a super-cosy 
atmosphere. As beautiful outside 
as it is inside (with its thatched 
roof, white stone walls and red 
windowsills) it’s a perfect spot  
for tea and scones. 

 2   Little Wing Pizzeria 
Enniskillen
Little Wing has been a game-
changer in Enniskillen, serving  
up excellent wood-fired pizza 
created with specially sourced 
local ingredients. The cosy booths 
are perfect for enjoying the  
super-tasty specials including 
Carnivora Piccacante, Tuscan  
and Giardino. 
littlewingpizzeria.com

3  Watermill Restaurant 
Kilmore Quay
Honey-coloured, chunky stone 
walls, blooming flowers and a 
thatched roof give the Watermill 
Lodge a picture-perfect appeal. 
It makes for a very elegant 
destination for lunch or dinner. 
watermillrestaurantfermanagh.com

Enniskillen > Lough Erne

plentiful here, Lough Erne has 
a few surprises up its sleeve, 
too. Be wowed with panoramic 
views on an adrenaline-
pumping hike at Magho Cliffs, 
follow a remarkable boardwalk 
that weaves over blanket bog 
at Cuilcagh, and seek out a 
waterfall that gushes through 
lush, green woodland at Lough 
Navar. Escaping into nature 
is all part of the Lough Erne 
experience, so put on your 
walking boots and get going!

5  Lusty Beg 
Boa Island, Kesh
If the idea of crossing water to 
get to lunch floats your boat, 
then make your way to Boa Island, 
where the “Corlougharoo Ferry” is 
waiting to sweep you across the 
water to the resort of Lusty Beg. 
This island hideaway is perfect for 
lunch or even a dinner, with both 
a relaxed, cabin-style bar and a 
romantic Island Restaurant. Follow 
the signs on Boa Island, drive 
down to the pier and the ferry will 
be waiting to whisk you across 
for an alfresco feast with a view.
lustybegisland.com

 4  The Jolly Sandwich Bar 
Enniskillen
A bright cheery café that’s a local 
favourite from breakfast through 
to lunch. Gorgeous, homebaked 
cakes vie for attention in the 
window, while the blackboard 
behind the counter is chock-a-block 
with top-notch soups, salads and 
sandwiches.
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WHAT’S IT ALL 
ABOUT?


