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OUR MISSION

 
Our mission is to provide and promote high quality recreational environments centred on the inland 

waterways in our care, for the benefit of our customers.  In doing this we aim to encourage visitors 

to our waterways by providing facilities which can accommodate a wide range of activities, are 

accessible to all, environmentally sensitive and take into account heritage values. 

 

 

 

FOREWORD BY JOHN MARTIN      

 
At the July 2007 meeting of the North South Ministerial Council Inland Waterways Sector meeting it 

was agreed by Edwin Poots, MLA, Minister of Culture, Arts and Leisure and Éamon Ó Cuív, T.D., 

Minister for Community, Rural and Gaeltacht to proceed with the restoration of the section of the 

Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones. This agreement was affirmed at the NSMC Inland 

Waterways Sector meeting in October 2007 and Waterways Ireland was charged with progressing 

the restoration of the section of the Ulster canal from Clones to Upper Lough Erne. This plan is a step 

in that process. 
 

The reopening of this section of canal will restore a section of navigation heritage, add further to our 

waterways infrastructure and provide further destinations on our waterways. The canal will be 

restored in a manner sympathetic to existing heritage structures and in an environmentally friendly 

manner. The design will aim to have the canal as accessible to all and user friendly to as wide a cross 

section of users as possible. 

This project commenced in 2007 and is programmed to be completed in 2013. The full capital cost of 

the project όŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϵорƳκϻноΦуƳύ will be met by the Irish Exchequer with annual maintenance 

costs on the completion of the project, in the ordŜǊ ƻŦ ϵоллΣлллκϻнлмΣлллΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Northern Ireland Executive and the Irish Government. 
 

Given that the statutory remit of Waterways Irelands is to manage, maintain, develop and restore 

the inland navigations principally for recreational purposes I am delighted to have been given the 

opportunity to carry out this project which will both enhance and add to our navigation 

infrastructure.  

       

John Martin 
Chief Executive           
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1.0 Introduction 

 
1.1 Waterways Ireland 

Waterways Ireland is the North / South Implementation Body responsible for the inland navigable 

waterways systems in Ireland. The Body was formally established by means of an international 

treaty made on 8th March 1999 between the British and Irish Governments.  This treaty was given 

domestic effect, North and South, by means of the North / South Co-operation (Implementation 

Bodies) (Northern Ireland) Order, 1999 and the British-Irish Agreement Act, 1999 respectively. 

 

The Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL) in Northern Ireland and the Department of 

Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs (DCRGA) in the Republic of Ireland are the sponsoring 

Departments with responsibility for the Body. 

 

Waterways Ireland operates under the policy direction of the North South Ministerial Council 

(NSMC) and the two Governments, and is accountable to the Northern Ireland Assembly and the 

Houses of the Oireachtas. 

 

The main functions of Waterways Ireland are the management, maintenance, development and 

restoration of the inland navigable waterway system throughout the island of Ireland, principally for 

recreational purposes. 

 

1.2 The existing waterway network 

The inland waterways are a significant resource and the benefits from their restoration and 

development make an important contribution to the life of the island and in particular to the 

tourism industry. 

 

Waterways Ireland has responsibility for: 

 

 the Barrow Navigation 

 the Erne System 

 the Grand Canal 

 the Lower Bann Navigation 

 the Royal Canal 

 the Shannon-Erne Waterway 

 the Shannon Navigation 

 the restoration of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones 

 

This amounts to 1,000 km of navigable waterways.   As well as having value as recreational and 

tourism amenities, these waterways have intrinsic value as areas of ecological, archaeological, 

architectural, engineering and historic value within Ireland and they contain sites of local and 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǇŜndent upon quality 

waterway environments. Consequently, in order to encourage their use as recreational 

environments that contribute to the social and economic status of the island, Waterways Ireland 

recognises the need to manage its navigations as resources of environmental and heritage 

significance and to promote the awareness of this significance.  
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1.3 The Ulster Canal 

The Ulster Canal was opened in 1841, linking the Erne system with the Lough Neagh basin. The route 

of the navigation is 93km long and is situated in counties Fermanagh, Monaghan and Armagh. From 

Upper Lough Erne there is 5km of river navigation to the River Finn near Wattle Bridge. From near 

Wattle Bridge there is a 74km long still water canal with 26 locks, with 7 rising to the summit level 

just west of Monaghan, then 19 falling to Charlemont. There is then a further 13km stretch that 

utilises the River Blackwater to Lough Neagh. The route passes through or close to Clones, 

Smithborough, Monaghan, Middletown, Tynan, Caledon, Milltown, Benburb, Blackwatertown, Moy 

and Charlemont. 

 

The Ulster Canal was originally operated by the Ulster Canal Company, but in 1888 it was transferred 

to the Lagan Navigation Company, and by this stage the canal was only navigable from Lough Neagh 

to Monaghan. The last trading boat used the canal in 1929, and then the canal was officially closed 

two years later. 

 

The planned canal network had depended on linking the Shannon and Dublin canal network with the 

Erne and Lough Neagh networks. However by the time the Ballinamore and Ballyconnell link was 

opened, the Ulster Canal, which linked the Erne and Lough Neagh system, had fallen into disrepair. A 

limited water supply combined with significant water loss through leakage had been the main causes 

of the closure of the Ulster Canal, even though Quig Lough, the feeder lake, had been enlarged by 

the provision of a low dam to increase its capacity. The narrow width of the locks was another of the 

canals shortcomings, with the smallest lock being the narrowest in the country at only 3.6m wide, 

which meant that many of the boats from other navigations were unable to pass through it. 
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2.0 Vision 

 
2.1 Goals and Values 

This Restoration Plan to reopen the section of Ulster canal from Clones to Upper Lough Erne is in line 

ǿƛǘƘ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

Corporate and Business Plans. These goals include the development, restoration and integration of 

the waterways network in addition to the management and maintenance of a reliable and high 

quality waterway network. This Plan will enable Waterways Ireland to develop a programme to meet 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

waterway users who will utilise the Ulster Canal.  

 

Lƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

and social contribution of this waterway to sustainable tourism, both as an attraction in its own right 

and as a link to related local businesses. It will also facilitate the identification, marketing and 

promotion of a wide range of waterway recreational, leisure and tourism activities in conjunction 

with other stakeholders. 

 

In line with Waterways IrelandΩǎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

plan will allow the organisation to participate in acquisition and development opportunities to 

maximise value for the benefit of the waterways and their users. In addition, a key intention of this 

wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀƛƳǎΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƪŜȅ ƻōƧŜŎtive to deliver the capital works programme 

under the National Development Plan 2007 ς 2013 in the South which includes a proposal for the 

restoration of the Ulster Canal from Clones to Upper Lough Erne. 

 

In summary Waterways Ireland have the following objectives with this Plan: 

 Develop, restore and integrate the waterways network; 

 Manage and maintain a reliable and high quality waterway network; 

 Recognise, maintain and promote the environment and heritage value of the inland 
waterways; 

 Develop the economic and social contribution of the waterways to sustainable tourism; 

 Assess, manage and develop the assets of Waterways Ireland; and 

 Provide vehicles for consultation and partnership with private, voluntary and public sector 
organisations. 

 

2.2 North South Ministerial Council 

In 2005 Waterways Ireland was instructed by its sponsoring Departments, the Department of 

Culture Arts and Leisure and the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs to review 

the costs and options for the North East and South West sections of the canal and have socio 

economic studies undertaken of these sections in parallel with a technical review as outlined above. 

 

Arising from these studies it was agreed at the NSMC plenary meeting of the 17th July 2007 and the 

subsequent sectoral meeting in October 2007 to proceed with the restoration of the canal from 

Upper Lough Erne to Clones town. 
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In July 2008 it was also agreed that Waterways Ireland, the North/South Implementation Body, 

would be responsible for the restoration of this section of the canal and, following restoration, for its 

management, maintenance and development principally for recreational purposes.  

 

The projected Ŧǳƭƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ όŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϵорƳκϻноΦуƳ in 2007 terms) of the project will be met 

by the Irish Exchequer with annual maintenance costs on the completion of the project, in the order 

ƻŦ ϵоллΣлллκϻнллΣлллΣ to be met by the Northern Ireland Executive and the Irish Government. 

 

In addition it was agreed that Waterways Ireland will establish a project team for the day to day 

management of the project which will report monthly on progress to a Monitoring Committee 

chaired jointly by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of 

Culture, Arts and Leisure. 

 

2.3 Benefits of the Plan 

The inland waterways are a significant resource and the benefits from their restoration and 

development make an important contribution to the island of Ireland, particularly to the tourism 

industry. One of the challenges for Waterways Ireland is to unlock and build on the recreational, 

social and economic benefits which restoration of the inland navigable waterways in Ireland holds.   

 

In this overall context Waterways Ireland has prepared this Restoration Plan for reopening the 

section of the Ulster Canal between Upper Lough Erne and Clones town for navigation and other 

recreational pursuits. The proposed route will principally follow the route of the original canal, a 

distance of some 13km. 

 

A number of economic and socio economic studies have been carried out on the reopening of the 

Ulster Canal or parts of the canal. These studies indicted that ,in socio economic terms, the canal 

corridor is lagging behind the national average performance. 

The Economic and Socio Economic studies of this area concluded that the restoration of the Ulster 

Canal from upper Lough Erne to Clones would likely have direct economic benefits and also 

encourage economic regeneration in the area by, 

 providing construction jobs through restoration and maintenance   

 Increase property prices  

 Encourage investment in the local area 

 Increase private consumption  

 Create long term employment through increased tourism, construction, hospitality and 

multiplier affects of increased spending. 

It is anticipated that the reopening of the Ulster Canal from Clones to Upper Lough Erne will also 

provide significant direct and indirect benefits in the areas of tourism and heritage. The canal is an 

invaluable heritage and cultural resource as it formed an intrinsic part of the development of the 

localities through which it passed. Its strategic value lies in its potential contribution to rural 

development in a disadvantaged area on the border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of 

Ireland ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƪŜȅ ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǿay network.  
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3.0 Strategic Environmental Assessment 

 
Following consultation with the statutory environmental authorities in Northern Ireland (Northern 

Ireland Environment Agency) and the Republic of Ireland (Environmental Protection Agency), 

Waterways Ireland commissioned a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate 

Assessment (AA) to examine the overall impacts of restoring the Ulster Canal between Upper Lough 

Erne and Clones.   

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment is required for this Restoration Plan due to the potential 

environmental impacts, both positive and negative, that could occur due to the restoration of the 

Ulster Canal, between Upper Lough Erne and Clones.  The purpose of the SEA is to ensure that 

environmental considerations are built into the plan making process and the plan is as robust as 

possible in the wider environmental context. The SEA is required under EU Directive 2001/42/EC, 

which was transposed in Northern Ireland through SR No. 280 of 2004 and in Ireland through S.I. 435 

of 2004 and S.I. 436 of 2004. The interim stage of the SEA produced a SEA Environmental Report. 

The final output of the SEA is a SEA statement. 

 

An Appropriate Assessment (AA) is also required for this Restoration Plan due to the proximity to, 

and potential for impacts to, EU designated environmental areas: Special Areas of Conservation and 

Special Protection Areas.  These protected environmental areas are designated under the Habitats 

Directive (92/43/EEC) and the Birds Directive (EC/79/409) respectively and are called Natura 2000 

sites.  Both Directives seek to protect and conserve designated habitats and species of  

Community importance.  The final output of the AA at strategic level is a Natura Impact Report (NIR). 

 

3.1 Statutory  SEA Consultees 

The following are a list of statutory consultees in the SEA process who were consulted in relation to 

the Restoration Plan: 

 Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

 Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) 

 Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) 
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3.2 Non-Statutory SEA Consultees 

Waterways Ireland chose to greatly expand on the list of consultees in relation to the Plan.  Below is 

the extensive list of non-statutory consultees who were also invited to comment on this Plan from 

the initial scoping stage: 

 Fermanagh District Council  

 Cavan County Council  

 Monaghan County Council  

 RSPB 

 Birdwatch Ireland  

 Office of Public Works  

 Inland Waterways Association of Ireland  

 Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food  

 Department of Agriculture and Rural Development - Fisheries  

 Northern Regional Fisheries Board  

 North Western International River Basin District  

 Department of Agriculture and Rural Development  

 Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure ς Inland Waterways and Fisheries 

 

3.3 Engaging with the Public 

The development of this Restoration Plan and accompanying SEA and AA are iterative processes that 

enable both environmental authorities and the general public to get involved early on in the process 

in order to give submissions and comments before any final decisions are adopted. 

 

To fully engage with the public the draft Restoration Plan and associated SEA and AA were: 

 put on public display,  

 2 Public Consultation Days (held in Newtownbutler and Clones) 

 sent to the prescribed regulators and environmental authorities; and 

 written submissions were invited on both the Environmental Reports and draft Plan. 

 

Waterways Ireland also took the proactive step of placing all documentation associated with every 

step of the Restoration Plan and SEA process on their website: www.waterwaysireland.org 

 

  
 

 
 

 

http://www.waterwaysireland.org/
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3.4 SEA and Plan Integration 

Based on the findings of the SEA Environment Report and Natura Impact Report and on the 

comments received during the consultation phase on the draft Plan, a number of revisions were 

made to this Restoration Plan. These are elaborated on below.  

 

The SEA Environment Report identified a number of overarching environmental and heritage 

requirements emanating from higher plans, programmes, strategies and legislation (both EU and 

national), adherence to which is fundamental for the implementation of this Plan. These 

requirements broadly cover environment and biodiversity, cultural heritage (including archaeology 

and built heritage), planning and sustainable development, landscape, water legislation (including 

Water Framework Directive, Floods Directive and Groundwater Directive) air, waste and climate 

change.  

 

In proceeding with this Plan Waterways Ireland will implement the recommendations of these 

higher plans and ensure the organisation complies with its legal environmental duty. The success of 

this Plan is dependent upon quality waterway environments. Therefore, Waterways Ireland has a 

significant role to play in advocating and implementing high quality environmental management of 

the navigations covered in this Plan, given the long-term viability of these unique assets is 

dependent on their environmental status. 

Consequently the environmental objectives developed for the SEA are incorporated herein as 

specific environmental objectives for the implementation of this Plan. These objectives cover all of 

the environmental topics listed in the SEA Directive and include: 

 

Env. Objective 1  
Prevent damage to terrestrial, aquatic and soil biodiversity, particularly EU designated sites and 
protected species. Restore old navigation and canal aquatic habitat  and provide vehicle for 
development of new waterway wildlife corridor for the region.  (Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna) 
 
Env. Objective 2 
Provide an economic boost for the region and contribute to sustainable development. (Population) 
 
Env. Objective 3 
Provide a peaceful recreational environment for public use with access for all and with no risk to 
human health. (Human Health) 
 
Env. Objective 4 
Avoid damage to the function and quality of the soil resource in the study area. (Soils) 
 
Env. Objective 5 
Navigation to achieve Good Ecological Potential and not to cause deterioration in water status of any 
waterbodies. (Water) 

 
Env. Objective 6 
Minimise emissions to air as a result of restoration and operation of the canal. (Air Quality) 

 
Env. Objective 7 
Minimise contribution to climate change by emission of greenhouse gasses associated with 
restoration and operation of the canal, and take account of the predicted changes in future climate. 
(Climate) 
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Env. Objective 8 
Restore old navigation and associated infrastructure, and provide vehicle for development of new 
infrastructure for the region. (Material Assets) 
 
Env. Objective 9 
Restore navigation related cultural heritage features. Avoid damage to cultural heritage features not 
associated to canal. (Cultural, Architectural and Archaeological Heritage) 

 

Env. Objective 10 

Avoid damage to local landscape and vistas. (Landscape) 

 

To meet these objectives Waterways Ireland will make certain that environmental quality assurance 

processes are used throughout the process of designing, executing and implementing this plan, 

including detailed analysis of the specific environmental challenges involved, the pursuit of the most 

effective and practical enǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ 

good environmental risk management. 

 

In recognition of the particularly high value and sensitivity of the ecosystems in this area, Waterways 

Ireland will strive to continuously improve the environmental health and physical condition of this 

section of the Ulster Canal by restoring an ecologically sound ecosystem and by ensuring good water 

quality results from all of our construction and maintenance activities. This will prevent the 

deterioration of habitats or their associated species and ensure increased biodiversity in the canal 

corridor. 

 

Waterways Ireland is the competent authority with responsibility for ensuring the canals under its 

remit are WFD compliant and for reporting on their ecological status to the relevant environmental 

authorities. To this end, Waterways Ireland has implemented environmental monitoring and 

management practices for the canals which will be replicated for the Ulster canal. This will allow for 

the ecological potential of the Ulster Canal to be identified and will support the measures in the 

River Basin Management Plans for achieving Good Ecological Potential for Artificial Water Bodies. 

 

Waterways Ireland will ensure that the archaeological, architectural, engineering and industrial 

heritage of this waterway is developed and managed in such a way that its distinctive heritage 

values are conserved while its potential for future public use and enjoyment is enhanced.  

The implementation of this Plan will lead to increased investment in the region, leading to increased 

tourism levels with a corresponding  increase in employment opportunities. ²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

strategy for developing sustainable recreational activity in this waterway is to promote and protect 

the waterways as natural and cultural areas of uncompromised quality, while encouraging access for 

all to a range of activities and experiences sympathetic to the heritage value of the resource, thus 

contributing to the stability and prosperity of the adjacent communities.  
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4.0 Issues Affecting the Plan 

 
4.1 Natural Environment 

Restoration of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones will provide the area with a new 

high quality environmental asset. The majority of the restored canal will run through agricultural 

land, however, a navigation channel will also be established within Upper Lough Erne up to the 

existing navigation markers at Quivy Point.  

 

Within the Plan area Upper Lough Erne and the Lough Oughter Complex are designated as part of 

the European Natura 2000 network and encompass: 

 two Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and  

 one Special Protection Area (SPA).  

 

Upper Lough Erne and the Lough Oughter Complex are rich in aquatic plant species and have 

extensive wetland habitats that hold a dense and large population of otters. This Annex II species 

are a primary reason for the Natura 2000 designation of this site given Northern Ireland 

holds one of the strongest populations of otters in the UK.  In addition, the area supports 

internationally important numbers of wintering Whooper Swan and other important bird species 

such as Greenland White-fronted Goose, Common Tern, and Corncrake.  

Within the Plan area there are also other internationally and nationally protected environmental 

designations, such as wetland Ramsar Sites, Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI), Natural 

Heritage Areas, and Salmonid Lakes and Rivers. 

 

 

 
 

 

Waterways Ireland recognises this location has intrinsic value as an area of ecological, 

archaeological, architectural, engineering and historic value within Ireland. The ecological value of 

the waterways here can be attributed to the fact that they support such a large diversity of plant and 

animal life, are home to a number of rare species, and are of significant as ecological corridors that 

provides link between important habitats of national and international significance.  

The  impacts from this Plan on the protected sites in this area cannot be precisely quantified or 
predicted at Plan level assessment. There is a requirement for comprehensive route and canal 
design information, along with more detailed ecological surveys and environmental modelling to 
establish the true potential affects of implementing this Plan. Therefore, further investigations at 
project level are required to accurately assess impacts. 
In proceeding with this Plan Waterways Ireland will comply with its legal environmental duty by 

ensuring that conservation is an integral part of the future development of the Ulster Canal. 
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In accordance with the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) the impacts of this plan on the designated 

sites will be assessed at project level to determine if there are significant effects that are likely 

to arise that will undermine the Conservation Objectives and Management Plans for these sites. 

Any likely changes to the site arising as a result of changes to habitat area, disturbance to key 

species, habitat or species fragmentation, reduction in species density, changes in key indicators 

of conservation value (water quality etc.), and climate change will be closely evaluated. Any likely 

impacts on the Natura 2000 sites as a whole will be assessed in terms of interference with the 

key relationships that define the structure and functions of these sites.  

At project level there will be an evaluation of a range of environmental and heritage issues including 

ecology and habitat assessment, water quality and pollution control, sediment characterisation and 

waste management, flora and fauna studies, conservation of built heritage and underwater 

archaeology.  There will also be an assessment of the potential flood risk from the project and an 

assessment of existing wetland habitat infringement with a view to providing compensatory wetland 

within the canal corridor. 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŀǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǾƛƎŀōƭŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ²LΩǎ ǊŜƳƛǘΣ 

WI will deliver a multifaceted programme to improve habitat conditions for fish and wildlife on the 

restored section of the Ulster Canal including fisheries development, aquatic plant management and 

water quality monitoring and pollution abatement. To ensure the protection of flora, fauna and fish 

the following guidelines will be consulted during the project level design phase of the plan: 

 !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴƭŀƴŘ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ άaŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 

Measures for the Inland Navigation Sector in Relation to Ecological Potential for Inland 

WŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎέ  

 NRA "Guidelines for the crossing of watercourses during the construction of national road 

schemes" 

 Eastern Fisheries Board "Requirements for the protection of fisheries habitat during 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǘ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǎƛǘŜǎέ 

 /LwL! 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά/рон - /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǊ ²ŀǘŜǊ tƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ {ƛǘŜǎέ  

 /LwL! 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά/рнм - SUDS - 5ŜǎƛƎƴ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ bLέ 

 /LwL! 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ά/рно - SUDS - .Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ aŀƴǳŀƭέ 

Overall, this Plan aims to restore the canal whilst focusing on maximising its overall ecological value 

through the creation of a sustainable ecosystem and ensuring the conservation interests of Upper 

Lough Erne and the Lough Oughter Complex are protected. 

 

4.2 Cultural Architectural and Archaeological Heritage 

The original development of the Ulster Canal has left us with a wealth of heritage structures that 

represents an older and all but lost part of our history.  The architecture of many of the buildings 

and structures along this waterway are of conservation value and testimony to the engineering 

craftsmanship of earlier eras. 

 

Within the immediate study area (1km of the old canal and potential canal routings) there are nearly 

40 sites and monuments and over 25 protected structures most of which will not be directly 

impacted by the works.   
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Where possible, Waterways Ireland will endeavour to restore and reuse these built heritage features 

as part of the navigation thereby allowing waterway users to get a glimpse back through time. The 

canal, upon restoration, will become living heritage.  Restoration and development of a significant 

number of these heritage features will rest with the current owners.  Waterways Ireland will 

endeavor to encourage these owners to seek assistance from the relevant heritage authority in the 

restoration of their property. 

 

 

 
 

 

4.3 Climate Change 

Climate change has been recognised as a potentially significant and imminent threat to the heritage 

of our inland waterways.  Changes in seasonal water levels and the occurrence of extreme high and 

low flow events could directly impact on waterway navigability, cultural heritage, and the plant and 

animal communities of the riparian zone.   

 

An assessment of the implications of new challenges posed by climate change for all activities 
covered in this Plan is essential to inform the development and management of this navigation. 
 

The potential impacts of climate change to the navigation through water management, flood 

defences, etc. will be addressed in more detail at the Planning / Environmental Impact Assessment 

stage of the project.   

 

4.4 Health and Safety 

The health and safety of waterway users is of paramount importance to Waterways Ireland.  The 

restoration of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones will have safety at the core of its 

design and implementation.   
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Measures that will be implemented after restoration would include: 

 Education is a key component to ensure the well being of waterway users.  Waterways 

Ireland tries to encourage responsible use of the waterways.  A dedicated leaflet has been 

produced to guide all users on the inland navigations in compliance with the bye-laws. 

 Installation of sanitary and pump out facilities to ensure hygiene and safety of waterway 

users. 

 Waterways Ireland will carry out specific risk assessments from the point of view of 

waterway and other recreational users to ensure the design of the restored canal takes into 

account the many and varied requirements that users will have. 

 

 
 

5.0 Recreational Potential 

 
The Restoration of the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones will create new potential for 

water-based and waterside activities.  The recreational aspects of inland waterways can be a strong 

motivation for visits to canals and waterways, whether by local residents, domestic tourists or 

overseas tourists. 

 

An integral part of this Plan is the intent to balance economic development with the protection of 

the environment, thus ensuring that all future development proposals can co-exist with the nature 

conservation management objectives for the extensive EU designated sites within the study area. 

 

Consequently, the restoration of the Ulster Canal offers an ideal opportunity for expanding the area 

of sustainable tourism, which involves encouraging visitors to experience particular areas of high 

environmental quality, whilst protecting the resource in which it takes place. It is environmentally 

responsible and sustainable, with a focus on conservation and on the local communities who benefit 

from local environmental assets and therefore are motivated to protect them. Waterways Ireland 

will investigate developing a strategy for sustainable tourism for this waterway that will promote 

and protect the waterway as a natural and cultural area of uncompromised quality, while 

encouraging access for all to a range of activities.  

 

Such a strategy will include identifying possible future development including a combination of 

market and stakeholder-led innovative, sustainable, recreational, tourism and commercial proposals. 

 
Based on research undertaken by Waterways Ireland, among favourite activities undertaken by 

visitors to Ireland, those that are relevant to the canals are boating, walking, angling and kayaking. 
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Like both the Grand Canal and the Royal Canal the Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones will 

provide routes for long distance walkways, with an anticipation that it could one day form a Way 

Marked Way.   

 

Since 1991 Waterways Ireland and its predecessors have implemented a major programme of fish 

stocking to establish the Irish canals as a top class coarse fishery. Accompanied by programmes to 

maintain the high standards of water quality, there have been marked improvements in the number 

of fishing competitions and the level of foreign anglers. Particularly Waterways Ireland has been 

keen to encourage local anglers.  A similar initiative would be investigated for the Ulster Canal upon 

its restoration. 

 

Upon restoration Waterways Ireland will continue to liaise with state Tourism and Recreational 

Bodies as well as other relevant stakeholders to maximise the potential of the Canal.  The key focus, 

at all times, will be the sustainable development of the Canal to permit as varied a tourism and 

recreational resource as possible. 
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6.0 Access for All 

 
Waterways Ireland is committed to providing equality of opportunity for all users of the waterways, 

regardless of ability, and to promoting the waterways as an inclusive recreational environment. 

In restoring the Ulster Canal, from Upper Lough Erne to Clones, due consideration will be given to 

providing services and facilities which will make recreational opportunities along the waterway 

accessible to all, and in particular to people with disabilities. This will include the provision of 

adapted or modified amenities to serve the needs of people with disabilities and support their use 

and enjoyment of the activities along this restored stretch of the Ulster Canal. 

Providing these accessible services and facilities will be an integral part of the restoration 

programme. We will address best practice standards in accessible design and construction in our 

works programme, to provide a high quality, inclusive recreational environment for all. 

²ŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ψ!ŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

recognised in the recent O2 Ability Awards, 2010, when the organisation received the coveted award 

for Environmental Accessibility. 
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7.0 Plan Details 

 
This Restoration Plan covers the stretch of the Ulster Canal that extends from Upper Lough Erne to 

Clones and is approximately 13km long.   Five potential route options between Upper Lough Erne 

and Clones were identified through previous feasibility studies and in consultation with our 

consultants RPS.  All of these route options involve utilising the original canal route, where possible, 

however variations on the original Ulster Canal line had to be assessed due to the infrastructural  

changes that have occurred in the area over the past 80 years since canal closure.   

 

In identifying the preferred route option consideration has been given to environmental, heritage, 

technical issues and value for money.  A brief description of each restoration route option is outlined 

below:  

 

7.1 Route 1 

Route 1 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones. A new 

section of navigation would be required to connect the Upper Lough Erne Navigation at Quivvy 

Lough with the Finn River where the original Ulster Canal exits near Edergool. From Edergool the 

canal would follow the original route passing through Drumcrin and Gortnacarrow.  The canal would 

then extend to the north east running all the way to Clones. 

 
7.2 Route 2 

Route 2 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal from Gortnacarrow to Clones with a variation 

of the original route connecting the canal to Upper Lough Erne.  This new section of navigation 

would begin at Quivvy Lough and utilise the River Finn, passing Derrykerrib Bridge, Castle 

Saunderson Estate, Wattle Bridge and up to Gortnacarrow Bridge.  The navigation would then cross 

the A3 Cavan Road and continue along the original navigation line from Gortnacarrow, extending to 

the north east running all the way to Clones. 
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7.3 Route 3 

Route 3 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal from north east of Gortnacarrow to Clones 

with a variation of the original route connecting the canal to Upper Lough Erne.  This new section of 

navigation would begin at Quivvy Lough and utilise the River Finn, passing Derrykerrib Bridge and 

Castle Saunderson Estate.  The navigation would then enter Lough Sarah, across a new canal section 

to Drumully Lough, up a new canal section through Clogher to north east of Gortnacarrow.  From 

here the canal would follow the old navigation from Gortnacarrow, extending to the north east 

running all the way to Clones. 
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7.4 Route 4 

Route 4 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal from north east of Gortnacarrow to Clones 

with a variation of the original route connecting the canal to Upper Lough Erne. This new section of 

navigation would begin at Quivvy Lough and utilise the River Finn, passing Derrykerrib Bridge, Castle 

Saunderson Estate, Wattle Bridge, and Gortnacarrow Bridge.  It would then enter Drumully Lough 

with a new canal section connecting Drumully Lough to the north east of Gortnacarrow. From here 

the canal would follow the old navigation from Gortnacarrow, extending to the north east running 

all the way to Clones. 

 
 

7.5 Route 5 

Route 5 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones, like Route 

Option 1. However Route 5 proposes to extend further south, utilising the River Finn, to the Castle 

Saunderson Estate, passing Derrykerrib Bridge.  Like Route Option 1, the main navigation will begin 

at Quivvy Lough and travel up the River Finn to the mouth of the original Ulster Canal near Edergool.  

The canal would then follow the original routing through Drumcrin and Gortnacarrow.  From 

Gortnacarrow the canal would follow the old navigation, extending to the north east running all the 

way to Clones. 
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7.6 Technical Assessment of Route Options 

It is proposed that water to supply the canal in any of the route options will be pumped from Lough 

Erne and returned to Lough Erne via gravity as the canal is operated. This will mean that there 

should be no net change to flows in the Erne system. 

 

On the Ulster Canal, from Upper Lough Erne to Clones, there are potentially some 17 bridges 

identified across the options that may have to be replaced /redesigned/ renewed. These vary from 

two main road bridges (the A3 Clones Road and the B533 Newtownbutler Road), four minor county 

road bridges to several private and field access bridges.  Four of these bridges are original canal 

bridges.  The two original locks on this section of canal no longer remain.  It is proposed to replace 

these with a new fully automated modern lock system.  

 

The original design of the canal bridges included a towpath under the bridge which limited the 

navigation width to approximately 4m. It is intended that these bridges will be retained and that by 

removing the towpath the navigable width be increased to 6m. The feasibility stage proposals do not 

envisage any of the existing canal structures along this section being demolished. This should allow 

the canal to make best use of it existing structures and revive the canal as living, working heritage. 

 

The general canal dimensions will be compatible to those of the Shannon-Erne, to extend this 

continuous stretch of navigation.  All towpaths will be made to be fully accessible to the public and 

onshore facilities will be provided at Clones.  Other potential mooring sites along this section will 

also be considered at the detailed planning stage.  
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7.7 Environmental Assessment of Route Options/Mitigation Measures 

A quantitative assessment and ranking of the environmental implications of each route was 
undertaken in the SEA Environmental Report. The rankings are based on a best (1) to worst (6) basis, 
e.g the less the length within designated areas the better, the longer the navigation created the 
better, the less water supply required the better, the less bridges required and bridge alterations the 
better, and the less cultural heritage impacted upon the better although it is likely that heritage 
features within the vicinity of the navigation will be restored or protected by the implementation of 
the Plan. 
 

The SEA and AA of the available data indicated that Route 1 would require the least amount of 

riverine dredging as it would utilise less of the River Finn and Upper Lough Erne and has less of a 

footprint in the Natura 2000 sites.  Route 2 requires more riverine dredging than Route 1 as this 

route continues for longer within the River Finn and the Lough, thereby extending the navigational 

asset.  Preliminary estimates of potential impacts from Route 2 indicate a small percentage of 

channel within the designated site will be impacted. This route is also more environmentally friendly 

than the remaining routes (options 3 - 5) as it requires less overall dredging and excavation. 

 

The NIR / AA details how implementation of the Plan may impact upon the conservation objectives 
of the designated sites and species in the area, and it is predicted that all routes  may have impacts 
on the designated SAC features and SPA bird species; however, the severity of these impacts is 
unknown at the strategic Plan level. There is the requirement for comprehensive route and canal 
design information, along with more detailed ecological surveys and environmental modelling to 
establish the true potential affects of implementing of Plan. 
 

This work will also facilitate the development of mitigating measures to offset any negative impacts 

on the designated sites and the broader environment.  

 

Tables 7.1 to 7.3 outline mitigation measures which could be put in place to prevent potential 

environmental impacts resulting from the implementation of the Plan. These will be refined during 

the detailed design phase of this project. 
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Table 7.1 Potential Impacts and Mitigation 

 

Potential Impact / Problem Mitigation 

1. During the short term construction 

period there may be additional air 

emissions (exhaust, dust etc) from 

plant and machinery 

1. These emissions can be kept to a minimum with 

appropriate construction site management and 

maintenance of equipment. General good working 

practices. 

2. Increased traffic and emissions  2. Good traffic planning will be required. However 

there would be expected to be continually 

improving engine technology, cleaner fuels and 

stricter emissions standards over the coming years. 

3. Increase in boat numbers and boat 

sizes on previously inaccessible 

waterways causes increased air 

pollution from emissions. 

 

3. Relatively small boat sizes (generally cruisers at 

largest), relatively low boat numbers1 and 

navigation speed limits would mean that a 

significant increase in air pollution is unlikely from 

boat traffic. 

4. Water transfer from Upper Lough Erne 

to Canal, may cause increase in 

invasive species and/or their rate of 

spread. 

4. Water supply remains within the same catchment 

with both supply options.  Where practical a 

management regime will be implemented in the 

canal to control invasive species. 

5. Temporary disturbance and 

destruction of existing habitats and 

flora, and the displacement of fauna, 

along the navigation line. 

5. Replanting and landscaping of the canal route 

should be done in line with appropriate guidelines, 

eg. AINA Best Practice Mitigation Measures for the 

Inland Navigation Sector, that aim to improve local 

biodiversity and wildlife, therefore will give 

medium and long term benefits to the biodiversity, 

flora and fauna of the navigation corridor. 

6. Temporary displacement of otters, 

birds, fish and other fauna during the 

construction period 

6. Good planning and timing, prior to sensitive 

construction methods is essential. The most 

significant works are in the canal sections where 

the impacted species may be more limited. 

7. Medium and long-term disturbance to 

birds, otters, fish and other fauna in 

the area 

7. Good navigation management practices, eg. speed 

limits and defined navigation route from Upper 

Lough Erne to the canal mouth should keep any 

negative impacts to a minimum. 

8. Impact on Natura 2000 habitats and 

species from construction and 

maintenance dredge activities. 

 

8. Good construction and management practices 

should be able to keep all impacts to a minimum. 

All relevant environmental authorities will be 

consulted on the proposed construction and 

operational dredging methodology. 

9. Temporary disturbance and 

displacement of protected birds and 

otters, as an increase in boat traffic 

may cause intermittent disturbances 

during operation of the navigation 

9. Well defined navigation channels with low speed 

limits within the SPA could be kept away from 

known breeding bird sites and the relatively low 

numbers of boat trips in winter months2 are less 

likely to disturb the protected over wintering 

Whooper Swans.  
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Potential Impact / Problem Mitigation 

10. Navigation channel dredging impacts 

on biodiversity, flora and fauna.  

10. Good dredging practices, with appropriate timing 

to cause the least amount of damage, habitat loss, 

and sedimentation. All relevant environmental 

authorities will be consulted on the proposed 

construction and operational dredging 

methodology. 

11. Spread of invasive species  11. Provision of information may help combat the 

spread of invasive species. Proactive management 

regimes will be identified and implemented where 

possible. 

12. In the short term construction period 

there is the potential for damage and 

destruction of heritage features  

12. Construction supervision by qualified 

archaeologists, combined with sensitive 

construction methods and restoration would mean 

this damage or destruction could be kept to a 

minimum. Some heritage structures will benefit 

from works to be carried out. 

13. No underwater heritage sites were 

identified in the baseline studies; 

however there is still the potential for 

undiscovered sites to be impacted 

upon by construction dredging 

operations.  

13. Interpretation of side-scan sonar and bathymetry 

information, along with supervision of construction 

dredging operations by qualified archaeologists 

will minimise any impacts or the possibility of 

destruction of underwater heritage features. 

14. Extent and severity of short term 

negative impacts on landscape from 

construction  

14. Impacts could be kept to a minimum through good 

site practice and planning (eg. screened laydown 

areas and traffic management). 

15. Land division due to the canal 

transecting land parcels may cause 

issues with access and loss of resource. 

15. If the maintenance of access to agricultural land, or 

the transfer of land ownership, is established and 

agreed with landowners at the detailed planning 

stage, there should be no medium or long term 

issues with access. 

16. Construction disturbance  16. Disturbances can be kept to a minimum with good 

working practices and planning. 

17. Housing on canal line on A3/N54 

Cavan Road directly impacted by canal 

alignment. 

17. Canal Diversions could be incorporated where 

necessary to avoid development on the old canal 

line. 

18. Navigation channel dredging impacts 

on water flow and levels  

18. Hydrological modeling of proposed dredging will 

need to be carried out to be able to fully assess 

impacts. All relevant environmental authorities 

will be consulted on the proposed construction 

and operational dredging methodology. 
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Potential Impact / Problem Mitigation 

19. Restoration of the canal could lead to 

temporary disturbances of water 

quality during the construction phase  

19. Good management and planning to keep 

disturbance to a minimum. Any potential water 

quality issues from construction of the actual canal 

lengths could be contained and treated to ensure 

no damage to natural waterbodies. Dredging and 

construction within or near natural waterbodies 

will have to be planned appropriately, using BAT at 

all times, to ensure water quality issues are kept to 

a minimum, with no significant adverse effects. 

20. During normal operation the 

navigation into Upper Lough Erne will 

need to be dredged from time to time 

as siltation of the channel and excess 

vegetative growth will naturally occur.  

20. If the channel is maintained on an as required 

basis, using good planning, timing and BAT, there 

should be only minimal temporary disturbance to 

the local water quality. 

21. If the water quality is not managed 

appropriately or problems mitigated 

for, there could be the potential for 

long term negative effects. 

21. Waterways Ireland will incorporate all necessary 

measures to ensure water quality is to the 

appropriate standards both within the canal and 

when discharging from the canal. Will be required 

under the WFD. 

22. Water supply for the canal does not 

inadvertently affect the local 

biodiversity, flora and fauna, via direct 

damage or water level drawdown. 

 

22. Modeling of the water supply location and 

potential impacts will be important at the project 

level assessment to ensure the least likelihood of 

habitat damage or alteration, and potential for 

direct loss of fauna.  

23. Increased boat traffic on the River 

Finn, Drumully Lough and Lough Sarah, 

has the potential to increase pollution 

incidents on the natural waterway. 

23. Strict management and regulation of the waterway 

will be essential. The provision of good facilities 

along the navigation could help prevent pollution 

incidents.  

 
Keys to Table 
1Estimate of maximum 700-800 boats per month during summer. Based on lock statistics from the 
Shannon-Erne from 1999-2003. 
2 Waterways Ireland - Shannon Erne Waterway statistics, 1994 ς 2003 
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Table 7.2 Potential Impacts and Mitigation Measures for Lough Oughter SAC and Upper Lough 
Erne SAC 
 

Potential Impact Mitigation1 

Dredging:  

- Eutrophic vegetation loss   

- Red-listed invertebrate loss 

 

- Speed limits  

- Retain shallow margin on offside  

- Site-specific dredging technique 

- Further aquatic survey 

All relevant environmental authorities will be 

consulted on the proposed construction and 

operational dredging methodology. 

Dredging:  

-Spawning salmon disturbance 

 - Electrofishing survey  

- Dredge outside spawning season (November-

January) 

All relevant environmental authorities will be 

consulted on the proposed construction and 

operational dredging methodology. 

Amenity Construction:  

- Annex 1 woodland loss   

- Red-listed/Priority bank side plants 

- Floating pontoons avoids bank loss  

- Siting on non-Annex 1 habitats  

- Further site-specific investigation required 

Amenity Construction:   

- Otter habitat loss/disturbance 

- Otter survey and mitigation - Further site-specific 

investigation required 

Pollution:  

- Otter / salmon/aquatic ecosystem health 

 

- Pollution Prevention Guidelines   

- Operation ς Pollution Awareness Information 

Boards 

Dredging/amenity construction/boating & 

recreational operations:  

- Invasive spread 

 

- Invasive Awareness Information Boards  

- Closed loop water supply options  

- Further site-specific investigation required. 

 
Key to Table 
1KeySource: Association of Inland Navigation Authorities, 2008. 
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Table 7.3 Potential Impacts and Mitigation for Upper Lough Erne SPA  
 

Potential Impact Mitigation 

Disturbance of feeding/roosting Whooper 

Swans 

- Late winter dredging (January-March)  

- Information boards noting sensitive bird areas  

- Speed limits  

- WWT Roost data   

Disturbance of wintering waterfowl - Bird Disturbance Awareness Information Boards  

- Speed limits 

Disturbance and/or loss of breeding wader 

habitat 

- Same as whooper swan  

- Breeding bird survey 

Wetland pollution / deterioration  - Pollution Prevention Guidelines   

 
 
7.8 Economic Assessment of Route Options 

The current Waterways Ireland Economic Appraisal method was employed to ensure that all 

relevant factors were considered in the assessment of the various routes.  The factors considered as 

detailed in Section 7.9 were applied to each of the options to ensure parity in comparison.  To 

simplify the appraisal, as the five options have a shared common route from the old canal route NE 

of Gortnacarrow to Clones, the appraisal focused on the different routes from Lough Erne to meet 

this common route. 

   

 Route 1 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal and involves the construction of two main 

road bridges on the B533 Newtownbutler Road and the A3 Clones road along with an 

agricultural access road.  Two separate lock structures located close to the original lock positions 

from Upper Lough Erne to Clones.   The total cost for providing these structures and 2.6 km of 

ŎŀƴŀƭΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϵмрƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 

 

 Route 2 follows the course of the River Finn, passing Derrykerrib Bridge, Castle Saunderson 

Estate, Wattle Bridge and up to Gortnacarrow Bridge.  This option involves the raising of the 

existing bridge at Derrykerrib and the construction of a new main road crossing on the A3 Clones 

Road incorporating a double lock structure.  Underpinning and arch widening work will be 

required to the existing bridge structure at Wattlebridge.  Dredging work will also be required on 

the River Finn along with the provision of approx 0.6 km of new canal. The total cost for 

providing these structures and canal section including land purchase to the common route point 

ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϵуΦрƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 

 

 Route 3 follows the course of the River Finn, passing Derrykerrib Bridge and Castle Saunderson 

Estate.  The navigation would then enter Lough Sarah, across a new canal section to Drumully 

Lough, up a new canal section through Clogher to north east of Gortnacarrow.  This option 

involves the raising of the existing bridge at Derrykerrib and the construction of two new minor 

road crossings along with three new lock structures.  Dredging work will also be required on the 

River Finn along with the provision of approx 2.5 km of new canal. The total cost for providing 

these structures and canal section including land purchase to the common route point was 

ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϵмпΦоƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 
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 Route 4 follows the course of the River Finn similar to Route 2, however continues on upstream 

under Gortnacarrow Bridge, into Drumully Lough, before following a new canal section to meet 

the course of the original Ulster Canal. This option involves the raising of the existing bridge at 

Derrykerrib and the construction of a new minor road crossing along with two new lock 

structures.  Underpinning and arch widening works will be required to the existing bridge 

structures at Wattlebridge and Gortnacarrow.  Dredging work will also be required on the River 

Finn along with the provision of approx 0.8 km of new canal. The total cost for providing these 

structures and canal section including land purchase to the common route point was estimated 

ŀǘ ϵфΦуƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ  

 

 Route 5 follows the course of the original Ulster Canal similar to Route 1 and involves the 

construction of two main road bridges on the B533 Newtownbutler Road and the A3 Clones road 

along with an agricultural access road.  Two separate lock structures located close to the original 

lock positions from Upper Lough Erne to Clones.   Route 5 also however proposes to extend 

further south, utilising the River Finn, to the Castle Saunderson Estate, passing Derrykerrib 

Bridge.  This option also therefore involves the raising of the existing bridge at Derrykerrib.  The 

total cost for providing these structures and 2.6 km of canal including land purchase to the 

common route point was ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ϵмрΦф ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ   

 

7.9 Which Route? 

An assessment of the five route options was undertaken using the current Waterways Ireland 

Economic Appraisal method as a basis.  This method incorporated factors such as: 

 

 Environment & Heritage: Potential impacts or benefits to Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna,  Soils and 

Geology, Water,  Air, Climate, Cultural Heritage & Landscape,  

 Sustainable development of navigational infrastructures and amenities 

 Potential regeneration of the study area 

 Extending the inland waterway network 

 Increase in non water based waterway access by development of adjacent towpaths etc. 

 Improving the safety of the waterway 

 

Following a detailed analysis of all of the above factors, Waterways Ireland has provisionally 

identified Route 2 to be the most suitable route option.  Whilst, as noted in the SEA and NIS, it does 

not represent the route with least infringement within the Natura 2000 site, we at Waterways 

Ireland believe we can restore and operate the canal while maintaining the designated Natura 2000 

sites of the area through a combination of avoidance and mitigation of habitats and species 

potentially impacted by the Plan.  Waterways Ireland believe that with appropriate planning, 

management and mitigation we can support the local biodiversity, flora, fauna and all aspects of the 

environment in the area.  Economically, this route option represents best value for money through 

Value Engineering with maximum potential return to waterway users and local economies. 
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8.0   Post Public Consultation Assessment 

 
In conjunction with the public consultation phase two very successful public open days were held to 

afford an opportunity to members of the public to comment on the draft Plan. The majority of 

comments received were specific in nature and will be addressed at the Environmental Impact 

assessment stage of the project. However, several submissions on route selection were received that 

can be dealt with at strategic level.  

Based on these submissions Waterways Ireland considered it prudent to undertaken a desktop 

assessment of a proposed alternative route. This proposed route would follow the course of the 

original Ulster Canal from north east of Gortnacarrow to Clones with a variation of the original route 

connecting the canal to Upper Lough Erne. This new section of navigation would begin at Quivvy 

Lough, entering Derrykerrib Lough with the creation of a new canal section to Castle Lough.  From 

Castle Lough the navigation would utilise the River Finn to Gortnacarrow.  From here the canal 

would follow the old navigation from Gortnacarrow, extending to the north east running all the way 

to Clones. 

The restoration of the Ulster Canal (Upper Lough Erne to Clones), via Derrykerrib and Castle Lough, 

was not considered by this Restoration Plan, SEA or previous feasibility studies as it is far removed 

from the original canal route.   However whilst the route has merit in that it provides for an 

increased length of navigation a number of key issues, identified during a desk based review, make 

this option unsustainable as part of the Canal Restoration Project: 

1. The proposed route has a larger footprint (in comparison to all Plan Alternative Routes) within 
the Upper Lough Erne SPA and SAC, Lough Oughter SAC, Upper Lough Erne Ramsar and Upper 
Lough Erne ASSI. 

2. The route would involve the creation of approximately 500m of new canal network through 
undisturbed land, resulting in the excavation and disposal of significant amounts of material.  If 
the canal is constructed at the southern low point in Derrykerrib the cut could be over 5m deep 
ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ άƛǎƭŀƴŘέΦ  The dredging requirements in both Castle Lough and Derrykerrib Lough 
would also be greatly increased. 

3. The proposed route would also result in opening boat access to relatively undisturbed areas of 
designation.  

4. As with Route Option 3 (i.e. provision of navigation through Lough Sarah) Castle Lough and 
Derrykerrib Lough may require substantial capital and maintenance dredging due to low flow 
rates and high residence times, resulting in high sedimentation.  In comparison the River Finn 
only requires spot dredging for provision of a navigation channel. 

5. A lock system may be required on the canal section between the two loughs, thereby adding to 
overall capital and maintenance costs. 
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9.0  The Future 

 
9.1 Steps in the Process 

This draft Plan has been developed using existing information relating to the restoration of the 

Ulster Canal from Upper Lough Erne to Clones and is closely tied in with strategic corporate and 

business plan objectives of Waterways Ireland and direction from Governments in Northern Ireland 

and the Republic of Ireland.  

 

This Plan and its associated environmental documents were subject to widespread public 

consultation.  The comments and views garnered from this valuable process were reviewed and the 

Plan adapted, as deemed necessary.   

 

Waterways Ireland considers consultation a key component of this Restoration Plan. Our 

stakeholders are many and varied from state agencies to boat owners to the thousands of customers 

who use our waterways for many different reasons: walking the dog, cycling along Greenways, 

angling, kayaking, or simply catching a breath of fresh air and taking in the beautiful natural 

surroundings. 

 

Waterways Ireland liaises closely with organisations and individuals representing all our customer 

groups to investigate and discuss their particular requirements.   We use a variety of methods to 

keep people and organisations informed which include press releases for newspapers articles, the 

Waterways Ireland website (www.waterwaysireland.org) and regular meetings with stakeholders on 

a local and regional basis.  This process is intended to be informative and to continue our 

commitment to being transparent and willing to engage with our stakeholders.  We consider that 

the views of our many stakeholders who use the waterways and the people in local communities 

through which waterways pass are important. We are committed to listening and responding to 

these views when they are made to us. 

 

9.2 Implementing the Plan 

On completion of the public consultation and subsequent adoption of this Restoration Plan 

Waterways Ireland intends to progress with investigating the feasibility of restoring the Ulster Canal 

from Upper Lough Erne to Clones with project level studies and an Environmental Impact 

Assessment of the preferred Route Option.  If Waterways Ireland finds it is environmentally, 

financially, socially and technically feasible to progress with the restoration of the navigation on this 

route they will be applying for Planning Approval via the relevant Planning Authorities in Northern 

Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  

 

Whereas the Strategic Environmental Assessment looked at this Restoration Plan in a strategic 

context, the Environmental Impact Assessment will evaluate the desired route and its associated 

infrastructure in much greater detail. It will also be necessary to undertake an Appropriate 

Assessment at this level. 

 

High priority will be given to ensuring public safety and protecting the natural environment in 

advancing this plan to project level. Waterways Ireland will balance this priority against our 

obligations under environmental and heritage legislation and the needs to fulfill our statutory remit, 

keep the Ulster Canal (from Upper Lough Erne to Clones) open for public navigation and develop the 

waterway for sustainable recreation, tourism and commerce. 

 

 

http://www.waterwaysireland.org/
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9.3 Long Term Maintenance of the Ulster Canal/Environmental Management Plan 

Pending approval from the planning authorities, Waterways Ireland will maintain and develop the 

navigation in line with its statutory remit and experience to date in developing and promoting inland 

waterways of intrinsic high environmental and recreational quality. 

 

An Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be developed for the Ulster Canal based on 

pragmatic experience gained in the field and on a continuing evaluation of what constitutes best 

practice from an environmental, engineering and economic perspective. The EMP will be a detailed 

management and maintenance plan to ensure a balance between ecological, heritage, and 

navigational requirements. The plan will prioritise environmental quality and encompass codes of 

practice. 

 

Waterways Ireland has developed and currently implements a multifaceted programme to improve 

habitat conditions for fish and wildlife on our canals and this work will be replicated in the EMP for 

the restored Ulster Canal, from Upper Lough Erne to Clones. This will include integrating biodiversity 

principles into the EMP to protect species diversity, the habitats of rare species and to control of 

invasive exotics. For example, since 2003 measures have been adopted on the Barrow Navigation to 

mitigate the impact of maintenance dredging operations upon lamprey, a protected species, and 

research is ongoing into the natural recolonisation by plants and invertebrates in recently dredged 

canal habitats. 

 

With a view to implementing the WFD, Waterways Ireland is participating with British Waterways, 

various Irish, Scottish and UK regulatory authorities and the Scottish and Northern Ireland Forum For 

Environmental Research (SNIFFER) to develop a WFD compliant canal classification tool. The tool will 

use macro invertebrate, macrophyte, hydro morphological and physicochemical data to classify the 

ecological potential of a canal. This tool will also be used as part of the EMP to ensure the Ulster 

Canal is compliant with WFD Objectives.  

 

Waterways Ireland also participated with British Waterways and various Irish and UK regulatory 

authorities to prepare management plans which provide technical guidance identifying best practice 

and cost effective management strategies and mitigation measures for application to inland 

navigation authorities in the UK and Ireland (AINA Guidelines). These guidelines will be implemented 

in the EMP for the Ulster Canal.  

 

The overall aim of the EMP is to enhance amenity use whilst protecting the ecological integrity of the 

canal network. 
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9.4 Targets and Monitoring  

The success of this project will be judged on the completed project its impacts and costs, the 

number of users and their reaction to the facilities.  Environmental monitoring obligations, 

addressed in the Strategic Environmental Assessment, are outlined in the table below.  Waterways 

Ireland will strive to monitor these indicators throughout the implementation and post 

implementation of the Plan to assess the strategic impacts of the Plan on the environment. More 

detailed and specific targets and indicators are likely to be established within the project phase. 

 

Waterways Ireland is also the competent authority with responsibility for ensuring our canals are 

compliant with the Water Framework Directive. To this end we have implemented environmental 

monitoring and management practices for the canals and will also do so for the Ulster Canal from 

Upper Lough Erne to Clones.  To inform this monitoring Waterways Ireland is participating with 

British Waterways, various Irish, Scottish and UK regulatory authorities and the Scottish and 

Northern Ireland Forum For Environmental Research (SNIFFER) to develop a Water Framework 

Directive compliant canal classification tool. The tool will use macroinvertebrate, macrophyte, 

hydromorphological and physicochemical data to classify the ecological potential of a canal.  

Furthermore the organisation also partnered with other regulatory authorities to provide technical 

guidance identifying best practice and cost effective management strategies and mitigation 

measures for application to inland navigation authorities in the UK and Ireland. 

 

Following completion of the capital works user numbers will be monitored using on site automatic 

counters. User reaction will reaction will be assessed by periodic surveys.  

 

 

 

 

 


